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CHAP. aily examination took place at Westminster, alto-
v--r~' gether to withdraw the document produced at York.
1567. jf therefore we are not also in this case to try to
get out of the difficulty by supposing that the
English commissioners at York had misunderstood
the Scots, it is certainly best to see in the document
in question neither more nor less than a distorted
copy of the declaration of pardon for the confederates
which Both well obtained from Mary on. the 14th
May; and as the matter stands thus with the miss-
ing writing at "Westminster, it certainly tends to
increase mistrust in reference to the others pro-
duced there, which are well known to us. Another
thing which brings the genuineness of these writings
into doubt is their style. Even should some of the
letters printed in French be assumed to be now in
a new form, yet the same thing can hardly at all
events be maintained in respect to the sonnets, also
printed in French. Eegarding the latter, Brantome,
a contemporary, speaking both in the name of the
well-known French poet Ronsard, who had pre-
viously in France addressed some of Ms poems to
Mary,1 and also in his own name wrote thus : " She
aspired to be a poet, and composed verses, some of
which I have seen, that were beautiful and very
well written, and by no means like those which it
has been sought to ascribe to her in connection witli
her amour with Earl Bothwell, these being too
inelegant and too little polished to be hers. M.
Eonsard was in this matter entirely of my opinion,
when we one day talked about it, and read them
together."2 Mary may nevertheless have been no

1 Ronsard, (Euvrcs completes (Paris, 1587), viii. 19.
* Note E, Appendix.